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been rccommended in the line of the main canal. Ay, IS
the location was not intended for a definite and fina) o, §
the information obtained on the Virginia, was probgy,
transferred to the Maryland side, without making 5
cient allowance for the great difference in the two. Ty, |8 ”
opinion is strengthened by an examination of their .
mate. Be this as it may, I am perfectly satisfied, fiony §
examination of their report, and from the principles iy
governed them in making it, that were these genleps
at this time, to estimate over the same ground fer a ¢
of the samme dimeasions, that. in their results, they wal
not vary materially fromus. As it is. we exceed i
“about 13 1 2 per cent.; and if wetake their whole estin.: |
from Georgetonwn to Cumbernland, <o far as ilie work by
been counstructed or carefully re-estimated, we shall b
that, in the aggregate, they have estimated with unuui
accuracy. At the same time, I am aware that in s
items they are much above, and in others much below
prices nsually paid for work called by the same muo
though, in reality, of a very different character. The
canal, also, was planned of dimensions somewhat small.
though not in fact, comparatively, much less costly h: §
ours. | '

Compared with this average of the line below that por |
tion of the canal that lies within the limits of the prest
survey has an unusual proportion of heavy hill-side rivg
work, costly in the extreme, in consequence of the gt
elevation required to guard agaiust the freshets of the Pe
tomac, which is here generally confined within parit
limits. Out of the whole distance, around by the e
thirty-six miles, we have sixteen miles of this descripti:}
of work. As if alarmed at the great cost of a peried
and safe canal, Geddes and Roberts, in a way by no mei
to be rccommended, lessened the amount of their estim® 2
by dropping the level of their canal so near to that of
river, without “any provision for guard Lanks. as 07
overflowed by every high fresh, This, on the heavy ™ §
gections, though at the exaen<e of safety, necessaliy &
scued, v ry maerizllyv, the qrantity of embanlment. h
most costly 1tem of construciion ou the present e

Asfur our estimate, 1t can be ton high in ouly oue’
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or the prices too high. A compaiiscu with the Woie ™
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